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h
GENESIS--1874-1875,

The year 1874 found Concord, like the rest of the country,
suffering from a serious post-war depreselon. Our citizens, how-
ever, were doing an excellent Jjob 1n beating the depression by
means of projects lnltlated individually, without benefit of gov-
ernment ald. We were fast getting over the early village-street
effect of Maln Street. Only recently the Board of Trade Bullding,
at the north corner of School Street, had risen on the site of the
old house used as a post office, and now there had arrived by
eteamer a steel bell of over a ton welght, cast by Vieckers in
Sheffleld, England. Mead, Mason & Company successfully ralsed
it in May, to the delight of the sldewalk committee and to the
glery of CGeorge A. Plllsbury, 1ts donor. That same May the bell
was ralsed in the new Walker School. Its plteh in G. tuned with
the Board of Trade's E. (Monitor, April 30, May 4, 6, 21, 1&74).

We were lnelsting that we were no longer a country vil-
lage. It was a matter for superlor smiles when George F. Drew
came down from Groton, Vermont, reglstered at the Eagle, went to
bed early, instead of seelng the sights, and blew out the gas.
That rube Jjoke of my early days came near not belng a joke at
all., Fortunately the Eagle hae transomse, and Drew dld not close
his. BSo, though he sglept with his window closed, as was then the
nearly universal custom, he survived. (Monitor, April 23, 1874),.

But we were going to tell about new bullding in Concord
in 1874. That year E. C. Balley of the Patrlot erected and roofed

in the brieck block at the north corner of Depot Street now known

as Smith'a Block., At the same time Josgph P. 8tlickney carried to

the same stage his new block at the north corner of Eridge Street.
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At the corner of Washington a new church was being bullt to take the
place of the wooden edifice of the Pirst Congregational Soclety des-
troyed the year before. Lorenze D. Brown built a new brick block on
Warren Btreet, near Mailn, and uncovered the old log plpes lald in

1800 to serve Gale's Tavern--the first water works in Concord.

(Monitor, Anﬁil 21, 1874, May, 5, 18, June 2, July 22, Sept. &,
2 .

October l,fﬂo;ember 7, December 15, 18&74)

In 1874, Concord had for large halls Phenix Hall, still in
exlsbence, and Eagle Hall in Stickney's South Block. In the double
etalrways to the third floor one may still see indications of the
hall on the third and fourth floors =- the Eagle fall that once
competed with Phenix, just as the two hotéle dild in those days.
Traveling companles who came to one of the hallk® usually put up
at the hotel that bore the same name, though sometimes the Elm

(site of Dutten's Block and Pleasant f}r-Eiﬁnﬁ-'an)

House opposite Pleasant Street came in for a share of the patronage.
Nelther hall was well adapted fnrﬁhEatrieal performances, One has
but to lPkat Fhenlix Hall now to understand the limltations of both.
It 1s hard to understand how Edwin Booth could put up with the in-
convenlencles of Phenlx Hall., Yet he dld for two nights in 1872,
playing "Hamlet" on November 4 to the largest audience then ever
gathered in Concord for dramatics, and "Richelleu" on the following
night. The Monitor thought the gecond play much inferior to the

irat, but asserted that Booth's creatlon of the character of "Riche-
lieu" was the superlor. (Monitor, Nov. 4, 5, 7, 13?2}.*

When Phenix Hall was visited twlce in 1874 by "The Black Crook',
carpenters had to enlarge the stage temporarlily in order to aceommo-
date the company of forty people. (Monltor, February 16, 26, 27,

October 9, 1874). Of course there were no facilities for handling

scenery properly. The same was true at Eagle Hall, and the lack was

* For l'll.da.mllc‘;;_‘fhe —t'l".l.r'"'\"‘rflf.lll. calls were ]:]a‘tj-:a"lﬁ.." F,'Fj-s'llfajr__ Years later, a local musician
retalled “TChat Bﬂem rever had a ‘:JM_}iE Fvamel, On his et ajter he had reached

SowhE in L}f. Eﬂé-."am'&.*]::;rd SLENE, Egﬁhaidluﬂxih 5a damned appreciative
ithl Janwary 24,0884 ),
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a matter for regretful comment. To Eagle Hall, for two nights ln

Frbruary, 1874, came Buffalo Bill, Texas Jack, and Wild Blll Hleckok

in "The Scouts", a drama supposedly based on thelr own experlences.

With them they brought a dancer, Mlle. Morlacchl, who appeared 1ln

a musleal burlesque called "Thrice Marrled", in which she was ad-

vertlised %o speak three languages--English, French, and Spanigh--
though she danced thrice.

but it 1e supposed that she danced in only one,/ Incidentally she

sang:a cavatina from "Hernanl". She was highly pralsed by the Mon-

itor man, as was the acting of Buffalo Bill, That gentleman, wheth-

er a good actor or not, stande in my memory of his out-door shows

as one who had a true sense of the theatrical. (Monltor, February

9, 10, 11, 1874). But the great dramatlc success of 1874 was

Maggle Mitchell in "Fanchon the Crlcket®, who,with seats at the

unugal top price of one dollar, drew to Eagle Hall on October 7

the largest sudience ever seen before that date at a drama.

Booth and "Hamlet", thnggh not forgotten, were surpassed in patron-

age. (Monitor, October 7, &, 187h4).

Already there was rislng, acroses the street from Eagls Hall,
a buillding that was to make 1t obsolete and drive Phenix Hall prac-
tically out of the theatrical business. But the new building did
not begin as a theater at all. Its gradual development® in purpose
was interesating.

When the old Amerlcan House was burned in 1367 the fine lot
at the corner of Park Street was left an eye-sore. In 1868, under
te presidency of Governor Harriman there was concelved the flrst
of a series of falrs of the New Hampshire Mechanles Assoclatlon.

T+ was decided to hold the first fair in Concord. Eagle Hall
would do for the light exhibltas, but not for heavy machinery and

power-driven machinery. ©So there was erected on the vacant lot
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a temporary wooden bullding of one atory, elghty by forty feet, with
an ell thirty five feet square, in whleh was placed a steam boller
and engine. A truss bridge 110 feet long connected the "Falr"
bullding with Eagle Hall, so that patrons would not have to incur
the dangers of Main Street traffie. For three weeks from October
7 the exhlbitlons remained open. In Eagle Hald were hardware,
cobtons, woolens, glass, harness, shoes, carpets, rugs, printing
and blnding products, millinery, ladies' hand work. Two small halls
in the Stlckney Block were slso in use. In Angelos Hall were fur-
niture, pilctures of all sorts, and musical instruments. In Tahanto
Hall were sewing machines. The commlittee of arrangements were
Lyman D. Stevens (father of the Judge), Moses Humphrey, and Nathan-
lel White. (Monitor, September 24, October 5, 6, 7, 1863).

The falr was later held in Manchester and the bullding on
The American House lot fedl into dierepute. For some time in the
fall of 1872, "Professor" Pratt, the horse educator, occupled it
for the teachlng of methods of breaklng horses and training them
not to be afraid of umbrellas, muslc, and fire crackers. One of
the large class of prominent citlizens was Nathaniel White. (Mon-
itor, November 4, 5, 1872). By 1874 the wooden shed had fallen
to the low estate of a stére-house.

Isaac Andrew Hill, youngest son of Governor Isaac, had
been instprumental in getting the Board of Trade Bullding. Always
fertile in ldeas of lmprovements, Hill announced in April, 1374,
that he had bought from Benning W. Sanborn for £15,000 the lot
at the corner of Park Street. He wlshed to have a Masonlc Hall
erected there, if the Masons favored removal from thelr hall at
the corner of Pleasant Street, and he was havlng Edward Dow pre-

pare a plan. He would sell and remove at once the failr bullding,

(Monitor, April 25, 1&74).
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The venerable Asa McFarland, retired from business and chiefly in-
terested 1n noting a changing Concord, had something to say about
the blemishes on Maln Street. He found a general opinion that:one
of the most coneplcuous of the;i;he old falr bullding., It was, he
found, the general oplinion also "that eo accessible and beautiful
& lot sould be occupled by a public edifice, for Masons, 0dd Fel-
lows, or other assoclate bodies." He noted that Isasasc Andrew Hill,
"our enterprlsing and persevering fellow citlizen", was seeking
stock subseriptiones for a bulldlng. The lot was belngz measured
peeparatory to the drawing of plans. (Monitor, April 30, 1&74).

A week later Hill had opened his book with a subsecription
by Nathaniel White for one hundred shares at $100 each, (Monitor,
May 7, 1874). There 1s no record that anybody else ever made &
subscription, or that any fraternal order was interested in Hill's
attractive scheme. Nathanlel White seemed to be the only man who
wished to rlsk money.

Mr.White was then sixty-three years old, and the story of
his life was typical of the nineteenth centiry. At the age of
fifteen, he left his farm home 1ln Lancaster to work for John Wilson,
who wag about to open the Columbian Hotel in Concord. He arrived
here with one shilling in hls pocket. Hls wages belonged to-hls
father, but not his tipe. When he was ftwenty-one he had saved
§250. Thepn,for the first and only time in his life, he borrowed
money and bought a part interest in the Hanover stage, which he
drove in person for a few years. That was in 1832, He paid his

debt promptly, and had soon saved enough to buy into the Concord-

Lowell stage route. In 1838, with Willlam Walker of the Eagle Cof-

fee House he began the express business between Concord and Boston.

Three trips a week he made to Boston by stage, carrying express

matter and performing errands in the metropolis.
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When the Concord Railroad came through in 1842 he was in a posi-
tlon where he could, with others, arrange to do express business
by raillroad. By 1864 he and B. P. Cheney wwre the sole owners
of Cheney & Company's United Statee & Canada Express. They cov-
ered all rail lines from Lowell and Lawrence north to Concord,
whence they operated over the Northern and Boston, Concord & Mon-
treal RBallroads, with connectlons with the Passumpsic, the White
Mountains, the Vermont Centrsl, the Vermont & Canada and the Og-
denaburgh linea. They had offlces in Boston, Lowell, Lawrence,
Nashua, and Concord. (Monltor, January 7, 1374). The property
was later acquired by the Amerlcan Express Company. It made both
Chengy and White wealthy.

White had "branched out" gradually. In 1846 he bought the
farm on Clinton Btreet now owned by the State Hospltal and endoyed

(et faree)

it until his death there in 1880. Hls town home was in the rear
of the Columblan Hotel, where his local career began, and occupled
most of the space between Capltel and Schoel Btreets where the
State Office Bullding now stands. He also bullt White's Blook
on Capltol Street, now the Concord Electric Building. He became
the owner of the Fazle Hotel and put his son:' John A, White in
charge, but with little financlal gain to himself,

Nathaniel White acqulired in Armenie. S. Aldrich, of Boscawen,
a truly rematkable wife. I knew her at the end of her long life
ags an 0ld lady of wonderful sprightliness and keenness. ©She and
her husband were in the front of every advance movement of the day.
They began in the antl-slavery work at a very early date, and weee
in the confidence of William Lloyd Garrlson, Wendell Phlllipa, Luecy

Stone and other leaders. Thelr barn was &a statlion of the under-

ground rallway. They were of the first crop of woman's sugfragists,

and deeply interested in temperance reform. Their benevolences WEre




-
many and large.

When, on July 1, 1874, Nathaniel White took over the property

from Issac Andrew Hill, he had in mind a philanthropy. He began to

femolish the old store-house at once, and announced that he would
erect a thres-story brick block, for business purposes, similar in
archltecture to Sanborn's Block, at Capltol Street, thus making a
harmonlous setting for the State House. He let 1t leak out that
the Young People's Unilon would have a hall in it. (Monitor, July &,
9, 1874). He had not yet got the notion of White's Opera House,

but the germ was there, and 1t grew fast.

The Young People's Unlon requires attention if we are to un-
derstand the genesie of the Opera House. That organization centered
about the Unlversallst parish, of which the Whites were the chief
supporters. But 1t brought inteo 1ts membership most of the young
and ardent people from other churches.

In W nhite's Block were the Fraternity Rooms, deslgned by

Mrs, Whlte for social and business meetings connected with the
Universallst Soclety, the New Hampshire Woman's Suffrage Asso-
ciatlon, and other organlzatlons 1n which she was interested., In
the spring of 1872 the roome were damaged by fire. When they were
reopened on November 15, 1872, the young people put on a drama
called "The Silent Protector®. (Monltor, November 16, 1872),

I think that the Union resulted from thie. In the course of a
year it was well organlized, wlth several departments, soclsl,
literary, sclentifice, end artistic. In the lzst category, under
the leadership of J. H. Morey, was the dramatic group.

The Unlon seem te have had thelr early meetings in the
Fraternlty Rooms, but they soon outgrew them, and had to meet

in Rumford Hall (in Low's Block. , opposite SchoolStreet, and
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later in Angelos Hall, the dining room connected with Eagle Hall,

By the end of the 1873-74 season, the dramatic group were giving

& monthly change of blll in Eagle Hall, Among others in this group
were Frank Cressy, father of the professional Will: Mrs. G. Scott
(Belle Marshall) Locke; Dr. Towle, the dentlist; Ned (E. Wyatt) Kim-
bally to whom fell the very-so-English parts; Frank E. Brown, Frank
W'a father; Jim (James C.)Norrie; Harry F. Groves, a real Englishman;
who could sing as well as act. Another singer-actor waaFﬁgﬁ Hayden,
frebably Mapshell -U. o photographer—in the smpleoyof-H.—P. Noore—who
publiehed someof thewell-krnown—vlews of foncord. It was a group

of conelderable and varled telents. While the Opera House was belng

erected, they advance%ﬁrom trifles to "The Cricket on the Hearth",

Tennyson'e "Dora", "Lend Me Five Shillings", Lady Audley's Secret",
and "Don Caesar de Bazan", quite in the professional run of the day.
By this time Nathanlel C. Nelson, the Jeweler, was advanclng to big
parts, being the "Don Caesar" to Dr. Towle's "Don Jose." It was
gt the time when thelr last and best Eagle Hall season was being
planned, and after the foundation of the Opera House was begun,
that Nathanlel White announced that the new bullding would be car-
ried up to four storles, and that the hall would be 54 by 90 feet,
twenty-five feet high, with a gallery, and that the hall would be
approached by entrances from both Maln Street and Park Street.
(Monitor, February 25, March 25, April 22, May 20, June &, 11, 19,
Octcber 1%, 14, November 10, 11, December &, 1874, January 2, Feb-
ruary 2 3, March 1, 3, 31, April 2%, June 14, 16, 1875; Septenmber
1, s,

Mr. White wae really interested., He worked about the bulld-
ing himself, fell and dlslocated a shoulder. The brlck made by

Thomae D. Bean at East Concord wae laild so rapldly during a long




=G
epell of fair weather, that the walls went up like ‘magiec. Only one

. day was lost because of rain. Work on the roof started on November

13. (Monitor, September 1, 10,24, October 24, November 10, 13, 1&74).
At noon on Novemher 14 the last brick was laid with formal-
ity, and all of the workmen want over to Angelos Hall for a compli-
mentary dinner glven by Mr. WhiteThere was a concert by Blalsdell
and Ingalls's Orchestra} while the nearly forty.workmen and a few
guests ate oysters, turkey, rcast beef, vegetables, pastry,and
fruit. After that, and coffee, Mr. White said simply that he had
taken the deed on July 1 and on the same day engaged Edward Dow as
architect. Then he turned the meeting over to Mr. Dow, who gave
the statistles. The bullding was &0 by &4 feet, 65 feet 4 inches
high. Then he announced for the first time that the hall would
be called White's Opera House. It would be B4 by 88 feet, with
a stage 16 by 32, dimenelons somewhat changed before completion.
The foundation was by Morrill & Woods., George W. Emerton furnish-
ed the underpinning, window caps and gills. Hall B. Rand had lald
in forty-five days the 550,000 brick, employlng ten masons and ten
tendere from September 1Y to November 14. Lorenzo Dow had done
the frame and wood work. In four days the tinning would be com-
Dleted, and the bullding ready for the winter. Then there were
speechee by Henry P, Rolfe, Judge Sylvester Dana, John M, Hill,
George G. Fogg, Harvey Rlece, Woodbridge Odlin, and Hall B. Rand.
And then the men went back to work. (Monitor, Nov, 14, 1874).
After that progress was normal. The walls were cleaned
and the steging removed within a few days (Monltor, November 19,
1874), and the winter work on the interior begun. On March 23,
1875, the Monitor announced, "The boller has been put into White's

Opera House, and 1ls now being adjusted in place. The lathing of




=10~

the bullding 1s nearly on and the falr proportions of the interilor
begin to show to advantage." Ag completion neared, the verdict was,
"It 1s an ornament to our city." (Monitor, June 24, 1875). When the
interlor decoration wae done thefe was great delight. HNothing like
it had before been known here. "The fresco and ornamental work

ellelit admlration from all hehobhders. The hall 1s spaclous, light,
airy and besutifully proporticned. The ¥. P. U. are to be congratu-
lated.," (Monitor, July 8, 1875). The finishing touches only re-
mained. It was announced on September 3 that the Opera House would

be opened on the 13th. The ¥. P. U was planning a brilllant season

in thelr new quarters, and thelr new scenery was described as per-

fectly splendid. (Monitor, September 3, 1875).

The Opera House occupled the third and fourth floors of the
bullding. The entrance stalr from Park Street was seven feet wlde,
that from Main Street was six feet. From the second floor to the
third the stalrway was only elght feet. Later another exit was pro-
vided from the north side of the Opera House, and still later a
slngle fire escape from the north slde of the gallery, but by some
miracle there wae never a fire or a stampede when the hall was 1s
use. The architects of 1875 had emall knowledge of theater exits.
That knowledge grew from dleasstersa.

The stalrway %o the third story landed on the Park Street
glde of the bullding. East of it was a corner room, 21 feet
aquare, designed for a reading room for the Young People's Unlon.
West of the landing on the third floor was a room 28 by 21 feet
intended for the use of the Y. P. U. as music room, but later
used & green room, property room or refreshment room. It opened
into the hall. ©On this floor was alsc a coat room. Above, on the

fourth floor, was the landlng for entrance to the gallery, also two
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roome of rather indeterminate use, all on the south slde.

Exclusive of the estage, the hall was 66 by 54 feet. The
rear was elevated eighteen inches, but the rest of the floor was
left perfectly flat. On 1t were settees seating 690. The settees
folded for storage when the floor was required for other than the-
atricals or meetlngs or lectures or concerts. Years later, movable
gections made an inecllned plahe from the elevation in the rear,
on which seats were set. The gallery always had 376 theater seats,
with 1iron frames and leather upholstery. For many years, in con-
sequence of the superlor seats and superlor visibllity, gallery
geats were in more demand than those on the floor, and were cor-—
respondingly priced. The total seating capaclty was 1066.

The stage wae made larger than at first planned, belng 22
by 34 feet, Even this proved to be inadequate, so years later a
wooden overhang was let out over the alley to the weat of the
building, which added much to the ease of handling scenery and
properties. Mr, White provided at the beglnning twelve dlffer-
ent sets of scenery, besldes wings and flles. The footlights,
of course, were rigged for 1lluminating gas, as were the wing and
fly lights. On each slde of the stage were four dressing rooms,
each ten by fourteen, a more convenlent and suitable arrangement
than we have since known in Concord,

The proscentium was handeomely decorated. The celling fresooes
were striking. There were the portralts of Mr. and Mrs. Whilte,
algo the embleme of drama and music, and the pectralts of four women
of the stage.

On the second floor there were two offices on each side of
the Main Street stalr for business use. In the middle, facling the

b

etairs to the Opera House, was the box offlce. In the southwest

- ﬂnf'llhm ‘Sir'&J‘l' -*LLJF "H’!.ETI.‘T\?J.‘I *hbﬂa'ﬂaﬂ-




corner was & large room. From this one could enter a smaller room
on the west side and a little cubby over the Park Street door.

Dr, J, Harry Gallinger, active in the ¥, P. U., little thought that
these rooms were to be the headquarters of the Republlican State
Committee, and that he ae Chairman was to occupy the cubby for
many years and be the political arbiter of the State until 1910,
when the reform movement pushed him ocut of the Chalrmanehip, but
not out of the United States Senate. By that time he had dropped
his youthful name Harry and lived up to the Jacob that he seems 86
have grown to the dignlty of.

A north and south corridor on the second floor led to Unlon
Hall, the non-patriotiec origln of whose name no longer need be 1n
doubt. It was intended, and used for some years, as the place for
the small meetings of the literary and sclentific departments of
the Y. P, U, It was also designed for other small meetlngs and
as a dining room, after the fashion of Angelos Hall across the
street. It was 18 by 53 feet, with 1ts long dlmenslon along the
north wall, Connected was a kitchen 10 by 13 feet.

The ground floor had a large corner store, aleso a small
one on Park Street and small ones on Maln to the north of the big
store. There was & ventilating system, none too good, for the
Opera Houee, and five flre hydrants. The total coet of the whole
was about $60,000, large in those days, but trifling in these days.
Such a bulldinz now would cost three or four times as much, Thatl

was one of the compensations of the days of deflatlon after the Civil

War. ( Monitor, September 14, 1875, and recollections of the auther) .

But an investment of so much as $60,000, largely by way of
helping out the Y. P, U., required some balancing by way of rents.

The problem of rinding them must have puzzled Mr. White. He 4ld not
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ask the Federal Government to finance his project, nor did he borrow a
dollar for the bullding, But he d1d not hesitate to rent space to Uncle
Sam. That led to some heart-burnings. When the United States Pension
Office moved to the bullding, nobody objected:; they undoubtedly got
lmproved quarters for what they were willing to pay. (Monitor, Octo-
ber 27, 1875). But before the walls were done, a suggestion had been
made that the Post Office be moved from School Street to the new bulld-
ing. Move the Post Office north forty rode? That was unthinkable to
the south-enders, and the anclent north-south feud was soon on again.
The Board of Trade espent a whole evening debating the questlon, and
voted, one dlssenting, that it ought not to be moved north:; 1t ought
to go south to Warren Street, &f not to Pleasant,lanﬂ be nearer the
business center. (Monltor, November 3, lE?@. "Equal Righta" thought
so strongly that 1t took a long letter to relleve his mind. (Monitor,
November 13, 1&874).

Thus the matter lay for nearly a year. Then it became known
that Mr. White had been to Washington and called to the Postmaster
General's attentlon the advantages of hls corner store. The Monlitor

was lndignant because prlvate interest was overruling public good.

Mr, White calmly let 1t be known that i? an agent should come from

Washington to loock into the matter, there would be a full hearing,

at which he would be represented by a commlttee, and the opponents
could be represented by thelrs. The Monltor editors, doing buslness

at the corner of Depot Street, were not much mollified, but some of
thelr directors and stockholders induced them to change thelr tune on
the ground that Mr. White should have some consideration for his "cred-
itable, commodious and ornamental bullding and opera house." (Monitor,
November 4, 5, 11, 1875). Washington moved slowly. Finally Special

Agent Bigelow conducted an all-day hearing here on April 20, 1476.

George G. Fogz led off for Mr. White Tollowed by Oliver Pillsb
el ] 2 - L3 4 b = B U.I“-' -
Thelir abllity was discounted becauee’ they were b%t% north-enders.’
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Lewls Downling trled to be ilmpartlal, but could not dlsgulse the fact
that hés life was south of School Street. There was some talk,
also more or less impartial-~sounding, from Lowell Eastman, Dr. Wil-
lard, Mayor George A. Pillsbury, James R. Hill, and George E. Jenks
of the Monitopy but 1t was plailn to see that none of them had a home
or a place of business north of School Street. (Monltor, April 21,
1376) . After that, things moved faster. Postemster Larkin had or-
ders in July tec execute a lease for quarters in White's Opera House
bullding. OSoon after that he recelved the first two iron street
letter-boxes ever seen here, and offered to put one up in front
of the Monltor office. And he moved into hls new quarters &n
Septomber, a full year after the bullding was completed. (Monitor,
July 28, Auguet 19, September 16, 1876).

One of the objectlons to moving north was that there was no
decent sldewalk north of Capltol Street. The cliy remedled that,
and got a good walk gs far north as the Court House. The Monltor
was pleased. "It wlll be no longer necessary for pedestrlians who
travel that rounte, to wear indlia rubber boots in summer, and snow

shoes in winter..."

The good work ought to be pushed on to Chapel
Street, which leads one to suspect the author as living that far
north. (Monitor, August 11, 15?6]?_

One more polnt of connection with the Opera House should
be mentloned before we come to its opening. In the Eagle Hall
days tleckets for that place of amusement had commonly been sold
at the Eagle Book Store, owned by W. H, Figk of Manchester, but
in charge for several years of Frank P. Mace. Mr. Flsk having
dled, Mr. Mace bought the business withln a fortnight of the open-
ing of the Opera House. Thereafter tickets for Opera House attract-

e

tions were almost wlthout exceptlon sold at "Mace's", &6 North Main

* Puasli.nh FTE.J.. L'?JL.'-,hJibn,
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Street, in advance of performances, while Frank himself preslded

in the box office on show nighte. (Monitor, September 28, 1875).

On the evenlng of September 13, there was a "Grand Dedi-
cation Concert" by the Germania Orchestra of twenty. This Boston
organlzation was one of the best and most noted of the time. With
the players appeared as soprano soloist Mrs. H. M. Smith of Beston,
a fine singer who was a great Concord favorite. The concert was
preceded by dedicatory exerclses 1n which Mr. and Mrs. White par-
ticipated. The Rev. E. L. Conger of the Universalist Church made
the opening remarks. Then there was a fervent dedicatory prayer
by Rev. F. D. Ayer of the First Congregational’, . Church, followed
by congratulatory remarks by the Rev. J. &, Eames of the Eplscopal
Chureh and Mr. Ayer., Mr, White thanked the speakera. The Concord
public soon had occasion to recall with amusement or horror the
remark of Mr. Conger that the character of the entertesinments to
be given in White's Opera House depended on the people. (Monitor,
September 14, 1875). Al

In six weeks time "The Black Crook" appeared on those
boards blessed by the clergy. It was at least glx years later
that I recall my parente bewalling the fact that dear Mr, Ayer
had been bemused into giving that fervent dedlcatory prayer,
enly to have Mr, White put on "The Black Crook" in a very short
time. The Monltor cannlly refralned from suggesting that the
show was really given, in splte of advance advertisements, but
on the day followling the reputed presentatlon Dr., Eames had in
the paper a sorrowful and disillusioned letter. I never asaw the
play of vaudeville, or whatever 1t was that went by the fearsome
name. Perhaps the objection to 1t may be summed up in the charac-
terlzation of 1t by the Monltormoneernlng a performance announced

the year before for Phenix Hall: "Lovers of the leg--itimate drama
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will remember the time and place, and be on hand." Thosge were prob-

ably the words of the advance agent, for there was no review of the

show in the Monitor of 1&74. (Monitor, October @, 1874). What

would be the reaction of my parents! generatlon to the modern un-
clothed limbs{as they were termed in my boyhood home), passes im-
agination. Anyhow, there is no longer any susplclon that tighte
covered artificlal figures. One thing can be said: the company
probably appreciated lmproved stage and dressing-room accomodations,
Appropriately, however, the Young People's Union gave the
Tirst dramatlc performance in the new theater. That was on Sep-
tember 13. There was a double bill., "The Warlock of the Glen"
and "Lend Me Five S8hlllings". Members were charged twenty and
thirty-five cents, others had to pay thirty-five and Tifty cents.
The musle for the occaslon was interesting. John W. Odlin played
the plano and had as companions two members of the Germanila Band,
Carl Welnz, violin, and Auguet Schlimper, flute. The opening plecce
was composed for theroccasion by Mr. Odlin. (Monltor, September 17,

1275) .




THE FIRST SEASON---13875-1876,

The first season was not marked by many outetanding appear-
ances of travellng companies. The earliest of all was %the inevita-—
ble "Uncle Tom's Cabin", with Mra. G. C. Howard as Topsy, on Septem-
ber 17. It drew a larger audlence that the dedicatory concert or
the openling performance by the Y. P. U. It was declared to be the
best performance of this perennlal play ever given here. (Monitor,
September 18, 1875). Not having been born at that time, I cannot
remember vwhether that troupe carrled a band and had a street parade
as was the usual custom during my boyhood days. For us youngsters
1t was enough to watch the parade, with the "flerce" bloodhounds,
and to hear the band play at the Opera Housge door before the per-
formance, I, at least, never had any consuming desire to seeEliza
totter acroes the stage lce, or to wltness the transformstion of
flaxen-halred Little Eva. I saw those things once when I was
pretty well-grown, and once was enough for my taste.

An even larger audlence, the largest up to that time locally,
greeted Maggle Mitchell and William Harris in "The Pearl of Savoy".
Blalsdell's Orchestra furnished the muslic. (Monlitor, October 30,
1275) . In February the Union Square Comedy Company appeared in
Bouclcault's "Led Astray". The first four days in March, 1876,

John Murray anéd Grace Lillian appeared in repertoire, giving "Rip
Van Winkle" twice, Murray's cwn play "Estranged", "Out of the Depths",

and "The Ticket of Leave Man", at flat prices of fifty cents. (Mon-

itor, February 26, March 2, 3, 4, 1876). The Globe Theater Company

of Boston appeared twice, on March 30 in "Our Boys", as played two
hundred nights in London and seventy-geven in Boston, and in Robert-

son's "Caste" on June 15, Thls was the most notable dramatic com-
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pany of the season., George Honey, the leading comedlian, was an
actor of great repute in his day. Robertson wrote the part of
"0ld Eccles" in "Caste" for him and he created it in London.

Of his support, J. W. Lanergan first played the part of Captain
Hawtree in America. For the performance of "Caste” Mrs. Thomas
Barry was borrowed from the Boston Theater Company to replace
Migs Lillian Conway of the Globe, who was 111,

The great Harrigan and Hart team demonstrated the musical
show in "The Doyle Brothers" on May 16, like all thelr productions

clean and bright, "an evening's fun such as 1s rarely doled out

to us." (Monitor, May 17, 1876).

There was the usual hodge-peodgeef minstrel shows, negpo
singers, and what-not. For true operetta, there was the Richings-
Bernard Engllish Opera Company of four solo eingers and a chorus,
who gave firet Elchberg's "Rose of Tyrol", which the reviewer was
clear-sighted enough to eay was "not desftined to lasting popularity"
and on a return engagement an also-forgotten piece, "The Brewer of
Preston", which was much more pleasing. (Monltor, November 29, De-
cember 13, 1£75). More attraetive appears to have been the ap-
pearance of a slmllarly constituted group, the Rudolphsen English
Cpera Company of Boseton in Balfe's "Sleeping Queen" and Gilbert and
SBullivan's "Cox and Box". (Monltor, June 23, 1&76).

The ¥. M. C. A. lecture course transferrsd to the Opera House,
presenting some of the most noted men of the day, including Robert
Collyer, Dr. Willits, Dr. Marvin R. Vincent, and Wendell Phillips,
who repeated "The Loet Arte" which he had given in Concord twenty-tw,
Years before. For good measure the couree included Henry Clay Bar-
nabee and his famous concert company. The ¥, P. U. put on a lower-

lectures by
priced course of ERIEXIRXRmERIE llary A. Livermore,Dr. George C. Lorimer
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Professor E. 8. Morse,and others. There were "free-lance" lectures

. by Theodore Tilton and Ann Eliza Young, "the nineteenth wife of

Brigham". Frequent social assemblies were held by the Y. P. U.
Firemen's balls and the Unitarlan May Party became fixtures, and
the High School Class of 1876 was glad to graduate in the Opera
House 1nstead of the stuffy High School Hall. Here was forwarded
the movement for the organization of the New Hampshire Centennial
Home for the Aged, and here were the gala events connected with the
centennial year. All of these things, and more, will be found in
the Bookings that follow.

Something about the great temperance reform movement of the
geagon must be told. On December 9 there was a great meeting in
the Opera House. Col. Peter Sanborn presided. The Reform Club of
Manchester, 400 strong, came up with a drum corps. They were wel-
comed by Dr. J. H. Gallinger. There were testimoniale by reformed
drunkards. Mrs. White appealed for pledges, and about one hundred
slgned. This was the beginning of a temperance revival under the
leadersghlp of J. K. Osggood of Malne. The next night the Whites
agaln threw open the doors of the OUpera House, and the Concord Re-
form Club wae organlzed. Dr. Gallinger wae chosen Presldent, and
accerted temporarily untll a reformed man could be found to take
the place. Nathaniel White was chosen Treasurer., For the third
succéesive evenlng, the Opera House had a temperance revival meet-
ing on December 11, Dally meetings?o]lowed in churches and Eagle
Hall over the week-end, and then they came back toc the Cpera House
ori the 15th. The event of that night was when Henry W. Clapp, later
mayor, and then foreman at the Ford & Kimball foundry, led all but
two of hils men up to sign the pledge, and later tock them to Carrollls

for cyeters. The unregenerate suggeeted that the men were under the
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duress of thelr employers, but Messrs. Ford and Kimball were both
out of town and never heard about the voluntary action of their
men until later. Many more slgners were obtalned in the Opera
House on the 17th, 18th and 19th. On the 1&th the prinelipal
speaker was the venerable Dr. Bouton, who had begun the firast
temperance movement in Cencord a generatlon before. By this time
the Club had nearly a thousand enroclled members. The Club could no
longer depend on the Opera House, with i1ts many conflieting dates,
g0 1% was voted to lease Eagle Hall for a year. Thls was done, but

Five
before arrangements could be made, the Club was HE;;;;!ﬁ free use
of the Opera House for many more meetings. The last meeting there
was held January 16, 1276, when the total of pledgee received
mounted to 1800. After that the Club had meetings Sunday nights
in Eagle Hall, and sometimes on other days. Deputations went out
to other towne. Everywhere Reform Clubs were being formed., The
new Presldent, John W, Drew, was soon giving his full time to the
work, Temporary FPresldent Galllnger was actlve in speaking here
and eleewhere. He was fTamous for good speaking,even in those garly
Years, and the acqualntances geined in hils going sbout must have
had no little to do with the favorable attentlon he had later when
he sought political office in the nationzl fleld. But about the
sincerity of hls motiveeg there was never a doubt. Some of the old-
line politlclans trled to climb on the band-wagon. When E. C. Bai-
ley volunteered to address a meeting here, there was a tendency to

recall that when he was a candldate for office his views seemed

i - ;
not to be temperance. Even Hohn George spoke at a meeting of the

reform element in Contoocook, which was perfectly alien to his
local reputation. (Detalled references appear in the Bookings

appended) .
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The great increase in the movement led to the organization
of the State at an all-day and evenlng conventlon of Reform Clubs
held in the Opera House on February 24, 1876. Needless to say,
all this meant pure philanthropy on the part of Nathaniel White.
Perhaps my parents ought to have forgiven Mr. White for "The Black
Crook", for they were temperance enthusiasts.

Comment 1s due upon the rest of the dramatic season of the
. P, U, after thelr opening. They missed but one month in their
appearances, which were marked by the gradual smercence of N. C.
Nelson as the real star of the group, first particularly pralsed
in the November production of "Michael Erle, or the Manlac Lover".
Some of thelr offerings were repeats of former productions, but
they hlt the hlghest mark wlhen they undertook, at the request of
the Knights of Pythlas,the drama called "Damon and Pythias" in
January. Mr, Nelson was "Pythias" and Frank Cressy was "Damon."
Qthers were Dr. Towle as "Dionysius, Mrs. Locke as”Galanthéu and
Mige Belle Larkin as "Hermlione". It was declared to be the best
amateur dramatie representation ever wiltnessed in Concord." Half
of the sudlence was in tears during the parting scene. So great
wag the enthuglasm that a repetition was demanded for the next
week, for the benefit of the company, when Mrs. Locke, on account
of the 1llness of Mlss Larkin, doubled. Later the company, with
a carload of e admlrers, went to Manchester and performed the
play there.

They tried "Our American Cougin" with a success that was

somewhat restrlcted by insufflclent stage accomodatiocns. We

do not know the cast, but 1t would be almost certsin that Ned

-
Kimball was the Dundreary. Thls play by the noted Tom Taylor,

to the modern mind a creaklng vehlcle, was in 1ts day much ad-

mired and was played by the leading professiocnals. It 18 now

¥ Drogper ditSovord. oo, abroe WAL , Jonbuth iy Bodresny, Komin® mers tonts ClsPanslt,




remembered only for i1ts eresation of Lord Dundreary and as the play

during whose action Abraham Linecoln was assasinated.

Ned Kimball dld a part that season which was much acclaimed,

that of Julliet in a burlesque operetta, "Capuletta, or Romeo and
Jullet Revived." But "the most complete dramatiec representation
ever glven by them" was a drama that survived into the present
generatlon, "Ingomar, the Barbarian", the cast of which appears
under the Booklngs that follow.
Other amateur dramatlecs in the Opera House that season

should be mentioned. The Cathollc Independent Club repeated
"Ireland As It Is", given the year before, with "Paddy Miles's
Boy", the leads being taken by William H, Happny, Thomas Gallagher,
and Mary Twomey. For two days ”Lailaﬂ a chlldren's falry operettaJ
held the boards under the directlion of Miss Carrie E. Gray of Dover,
with speclal scenery and costumes. The names of the little princi-
pals,only one of whom is still among us, appear under the Bookings.
Only one need be mentloned here. Maud Dixon, later to become a
professlonal, was in the falry dance and shared in the famillar
Heuben and Rachel number between scenes. It probably was her debut,

For pure musle there was Theodore Thomas aml hlis orchestra of
Blxty, then incomparable in the Unlted States, one of the great
events in Concord's musical hlstory. But we sholtd not forget the
Board of Trade concert by Brown's Band of Flsherville (Penacook),
an organlzation of great note in ite day, with Jean Missud, the
dlgtinguished clarinetist, 2s one of the sololsts.

Altogether the firet season of the Opera House wask fine
cne, and no little part of 1lts success was due to the community
effort of amateurs which 1t was a prime objlect of Mr. Whita to

foster.
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Bookings, First Season, 1875-76.

Event. ReTer to Monltor.

Dedication Sept. 14
Germania Orchestra of Boston, 20 pleces
Mrs. H. M, Bmith, Boston, sopranc s g i
50 and 75 cents Ghompem, @ &7NWE Erlleetei
¥. P. U, "The Warlock of the Glen" Sept.
"Lend Me Five Shillings"
Music by John W. Odlin, piano
Carl ¥elnz, vielin
August Schlimper, flute
Opening musice composed by Odlin
Members, 20-35 cents; others 35-50 cents

."Unele Tom's Cabin" Sept.
Topsy, Mre. G. C. Howard
Unzle Tom,George Kunkel
Bt. Clalr, Mr, Howard
Eva, Mabel Leonard

Slave Cabin Singers from Central Tennessee
College, Nashvllle
five ladies, three gentlemen
35-50 cents
Sclentific Department Lecture
Mary A, Livermore, "Husbands"
Members, 10 cents; others, 25;
regerved seate, 15 cents extra

Exhibltion, Concord Hortlcultural Socliety Sept.30

Readings by Prof J. W. Churchill Cet, 12
of Andover Theologlcal Seminary
35 gcents

Y. P. U Literary Department Lecture Oct. 13

Rev. George C. Lorimer, D. D., "Lost Virtues"
Members, 10 cents; others, 25 cents;
reserved seats, 10 cents extra

Scientific Department Free Lecture
8, Morse, "How Animale Move" (chalk talk)

8., Morse, "Wonders of Growth in
Animals" (chalk talk) ;

Y. ¥, C. A. Course Lecture Oct. 21
Gen. Kilpatrick, "Stump Oratory and Orators"

Board of Trade Concert
Brown's Band of Flghervlille
Jean Missud, clarinet soloilst
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Bookings, First Season, 1875-76.

"The Black Crook" Oet. 25,26
Original New York production
30, BO, 75 cents

¥.. P. U.,Robertson's "School" Oct. 27
Music by Blaisdell Gﬂaﬁw'ﬁ.éﬂ.&«@m

Y. M., C. A, Courese Lecture
Henry Vincent, England
"Philosophy of True Manlinesgs®

"The Pearl of Savoy"
Maggle Mitchell, Willlam Harris,

Varrgy, Irving, Miss Wyn@ﬂgm
Blaisdell's Orchestra (i Lot

Y. P. U, Soclasl Meesting

Buckley's Serenaders and Burlesque
Opera Troups (minstrels)
30, KO, 75 cents

Y. M, C. A. Course Concert
Barnabee Concert Company

Y. P. U, Literary Department Free Lecture
George T. Angell, "The Relatlon
of Animales that Spesak to Those
which are Dumb."

¥.M, C. A. Course Lecture

Robert Collyer, "Clear Grit"
(his first appearance hers)

A
1

Y. M. C. A. Course Leecture on travel Nov. 19
Dr, Willits

¥, P. U. "Michael Erle, or the Maniac Lover" Nov.
N. C. Nelson 1in the lead

I. W. Hill's Uth Annual Thanksgiving Nov, 26
Assembly, for "Young and 014"
Blaigdell's Orchestra, 8 pes
H, W. Ranlet, floor director
3alwr1,buc;nfﬁ;j4uoﬁ,ff
Y. M, C. A. Course Lecture
Rev, Marvin R. Vineent, D, D.
"Sunday Schools"
Rlchings-Bernard Engllsh Opera Company
Eichberg's "The Rose of Tyrol"
Caroline Richinga Bernard,
Mra. Henry Drayton, Plerre
Bernard, tenor, John J. Benitz
chorus 50-75 cents
"not deatined to lasting
popularity”.
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Bookings, 1875-76
Nov. 30, Y. P. U. Social Department Nov, 30
10 cents

. Dec. 7. Y. P. U, Literary Department, free Dec. 6-7
Dr. Gallinger presided
Speeches by Rev. E. L. Conger and Lyman D. Stevens
Music, readinge and a paper.
Announced that hereafter the reading and
amusement rooms wlll be open 7-9.30 P, M,

Temperance Reform Mesting
(details in Chapter II)

Reform Club organized
(details in Chapter II)

Reform Club meeting Dec.

Richings-Bernard English Opera Company Dec.
"The Brewer of Preston" 50-75 cente

0dd Fellows Lecture Dec.
Rev, Luther F. McKinney,"Brotherhood of Man"

(in Union Hall) Y. P, U. Leeture
Prof. E, T, Quimby, Dartmouth Coll., "Motion"

Reform Club Dec.
(detayls in Chapter II)

Y. M. C. A, Lecture
Wendell Phillips, "The Lost Arts"

Reform Club many slgners
Reform Club Dr. Bouton
RHeform Club 950 members

Y. P. U, double bill
"Don Caesar de Barzan"
Don Caesar, N. C. Nelson
Marliteana, Mrs, G. B. Locke
"My Turn Next"
Ned Kimball
Crowded house

Union Hall, Antiquarlan Dinner, 12 -2 dally,
by ladies of Filrst Congregatlonal Church, for
furnishing the new meeting house.

Bean porrldge, baked beans, chicken ple,
bolled dlish, lndlan pudding, pan dowdy,

hominy and milk, baked sweet apples, pies,

&c, &c. B0 cents. 300 served first day,

many more on second; profits several hundreds.

Reform Club Deg,

Ditto Dec.
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Bookinge, 1875-76
Universalist Christmas Festival

Y. P. U. Social Department
10 cente

Reform Club

Hook and Ladder-Alert Hose Ball
Blaledell's Orchestra, 9 pes
H, W. Ranlet, director
Suppeg in Union Hall
1
4

Reform Club e 31,Jan. 1
Reform Club Blailasdell's Orchestra Jan. 3
Annual Meeting, 0ld Charitable Jan. 6

(moved from City Hall, then in use for
LePage murder trial)

£ Union Hall) Y. P, U. Literary Department Jan. 3

Theodore Thomas Orchestra, 60 pes Jan. 2
Tannhaeuser Overture, "The music of the future", Wagner
Andante and finale, lst Symphony, Beethoven
Slegmund's Love Beong, from Walkuere, Wagner

Mr, H. &, Bisphoff
Hungarlan HRhapsody, No. 14 Ligzt
Overture, Midsummer Night's Dream,Mendelssohnm
Trasumerel, Schumann
I1 Bravo, Mercadants
Mr, Bischoff

\j

Ballet Musle and Wedding Processlon, Bubenstein

Torehllight March Mgyerbeer
i ; @%«?ﬁuw@Q%>H&xL§%L&£E;ﬁ

Reform Club Jan. 8

Skiff and Gaylord's Minstrels Jan., &
ZE_ED cents

Baker and Ferron, "Heilnrich and Hettie" Jan., &
52,50, 75 cents

(Union Hall) Y. P. U. Sclentifiec Department Jan. 11
F

Reform Club Jan. 17
50 pledges, 1200 to date

Y. M. C. A. Lecture
Rev, E, C, Bolles, "An Evening With
the Microscope"
€2, Lecture, Theodore Tilton, "The Problem of Life" Jan. 24

25, (Union Hall) ¥. P, U, Literary Derartment Jan. 25
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Jan. 28, Y. P. U. "Damon and Pythlas" Jan., 7, 22, 27, 29
Blaigdell's Orchestra
. Balcony, 35 cents

Floor, 25 cents ;.- .
(Other details in Chapter II) Wm?m,{a.%.mmn

Y. P, U, "Damon and Pythias" repeated Feb. 3
for benefit of the company
Shqparﬂ'e Jubllee Singers Feb. §
25, 50 cents

Benefit for #. K. Osgood, temperance revivaelist Feb.
10 cents

Women's Centennial Executive Committee Jan.,
Jupper in Union Hall Feb.
Mre. Jarley's Wax Works in Cpera House
A large loan exhlblt of antiquities

Centennlal Assembly under same ausplces Feb.

Unlon 8quare Comedy Company Feh.
Bouclecault's "Led Astray"

Y. P. U, double bill Feb.
Burlesque operetta, directed
by J. H. Morey, "Capulatta, or
Romec and Juliet Revivéd", Ned
Kimball as Juliet

"The Freedom of the Presgs" Cirw,@%m»@w%ﬁ\

Afterncon meeting of women to further the Feb. 15, 19
Home for the Aged. Organized an
assoclatlon

Lemture by Rev. R. G. Toles in behalf of the Home Feb., 21
foer Little Wanderers

Dr. E. C. Bolles, another "Evening With the Mlcro- Feb. 1l,
scope”, plant 1life, blood, Concord granite 15,22

"Laila", a children's operetta under the direction Feb, 9, 12
of Mise Carrie E. Gray, Dover 24, 26
Elalsdell!'s Orchestra
Laila, Ella Stevens
Falry Queen, Amella Gordon
Falry Dance, Amy and Makel Chage

Eva Eastman, Msud Dixon
Others in cast, Renie and Hattle Emery
Mabel Dwight, Flora Doane,
Maud Noyes.
Between scenes, Reuben & Rachel, Maud Dixon
and Jennle Greeley
Flower Girl, Cora Hill
For the second time since the Opera House
opened, the Monitor lectured people for
rushling out durlng the final scene.
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Hoakings,315?5f}6
Feb. 22. (Union Hall) Y. P, U. Literary Department Feb. 21

. 24, Reform Club State Convention Feb. 24,25
A drawing of the scene, published
in the H. Y. Graphle is 1in the
Concord Room
Day and evening

John Murray and Grace Lillian Feb. 26, Mar, 2-4
"Rip Van Winkle"

ThHe game
Yurray'e "Estranged"

The pame
"Out of the Depths® (temperance play)

Matlinee for ladles and chlldren by same
"Rip"

Evenlnﬁ by same
The Ticket of Leave Man'"

Meeting of Concord Ladles Centennial Assoclation Feb. 29
for a Home for the Aged Mar. 9

sdpron Sale and Supper, Pleasant St. Baptist Ladles Mar. 6,9
Concord Brase Band, H. G. Blaisdell Director
Arion Quartet

Y. P, U, Literary Department (Union Hsll) Mar, 20

lobe Theater Company, Boston, George Honey et al. Mar, 25,31
GurBﬁ5 ag played 200 nights in Londc n, 77 in Boston
Blaisdell's Orchestra

75 cents @M—ﬁm@@@?xﬂ@i ol lrelom .

Fancy Drees Party of Unilversallst Ladles Mag, 25
Apr. 1

Y. P, U, "Our Bmerican Cousin" GaﬁfuM\@gg;wgdlﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬂﬂ?

Lecture, Ann Eliza Young, "My Life in Bondage" Apr. 14
Berger Family and Sol Smith Russell Apr. 14
A muslecal hodge podge

Impersandtiﬁns by ﬁussell 1ncluu1no
one of John B, Gou W luh was

3 o
Padt abd insftonitve “>‘rQul Gl lihmn

Beneflt for Blalsdell's Drchpqtr Apr, 21
Mies Abble Whin%Ey, soloist

Return engagement of Berger and Russell Apr, 19
Heform Club Apr, 22, 24
Y. P. U, Soclal Department Apr. 24
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Bookings, 1l£75-76
Buffalo BAI1l and Texas Jack Apr, 22,28
"Life on the Border"
Mlle Morlacchi, dancer, "Thrice Married"

Unitarian May Festival May 1, 2

Afternoon meeting, Concord Ladles Asseciation
for Home for Aged

Y. P. U. "Ingomar, the Barbarian" May 4, 6, 10, 11
Ingomar, N. C. Nelson
Parthenia, Mrs. G. 8. Docke
Polydor, Mr. Alden
Parthenia's Mother, Miss Cook
Timon, (John E.8) Robertson

Timarch, James R. Saye GMW‘C&.%.%M

Afternoon meeting, Concord Ladies Assoclatlon May &
for Home for Aged

Frank Mayo in "Davy Crockett" May 10, 13
Ad Journed meeting, Ladlies, Home for Aged May 13

Harrlgan & Hart in "The Doyle Brothers" May 9, 17

(Union Hall) Y. P, ¥. Annual Meeting May 15, 17

South Sabbath School May Festivel May 16, 18

Y. P. U. Social Department Dance May 17, 24
Blaledell's Orchestra

Republlican Conventlens to name delegates for May 2L
Cincinnati Convention
(W. 0. H.) Btate Convention, J, H. Gallinger
Chmn. Resolutions Tom,
W. Q. HD Second Congressional Diet. Convention
Unlonj) Third Congressional Digt,

Afternoon meeting, Ladles, Home for Aged May 24, 26
(Unlon Hall eve.) Y. P. U. adjourned meeting May 24
Y. P. U. Dickens's "The Cricket on the Hearth" May 27, Ju.3

Independent Club (Catholic) dramatics June 6, 7
"Ireland Aes It Ig"
"Paddy Miles's Boy"
Among the players were
Willlam H. Happny
Thomas Gallagher
Mary Twomey
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Bookings, 187h5-76.

. *June 15. Globe Theater Troupe in Robertson's "Caste" June 10, 16
O0ld Eccleg, George Honey, who created part
Sam Gerridge, J. H. Burnell
Capt. Hawtree, J. W. Lanergan, who firet played 1t in US
George D'Alroy,Gustavus Levick (replaced H.S.Mirdock)
Dixon, P, R. Leyman
Esther Eccles,Mrs. Thomas Barry (of Boston Theater,
replacing Mies Lillian Conway, 111)
Polly Eccles, Laura Joyce
Marqulse de 5t. Maur, Mrs. Lanergan

Concord High Schocl Graduatlion Exerclses June 17

Strawberry and Flower Festival, benefit of June 10, 20
Home for Aged
Blalsdell'!s Orchestra
Arlon Club
Tableaus, ete.

Rudolphsen English Opera Company of Boston June 17, 23
Balfe's "Sleeping Queen”
Sullivan's "Cox and Box"
Migs Starblrd
Miss Holmes
Mr, Tower
Mr, Hudolphsen

Lectures by Prof. 0. S. Fowler, English phre- June 21
nologist
Both afterncon and evenlng the 2#th.

Reception by Gov. and Mrs. P. C. Cheney July'},
Blalsdell's Orchestra
Deoling's refreshments

(Union Hall) Meeting to organize Home for July 14
Aged under new act of in-
corporation

Temperance Lecture, T. 8. Lambert, M. D. July 18, 20

(Opera House) AdJourned mesting to organ- July 29
ize Home for Aged. COrganized

Avolding duplications, when the Opera House and
Union Hall were both occupled for the same affalr,
the bookinge for the filrst season were

Whitel!s Opera House alone, 112

Unlion Hall alone, s

Total affairs, 1207
For at least 60 of these 'Mr. White could
have recelved little, iIf any, rental.
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DEPTHS OF DEPRESSION,

Beason of 1876-77.

The second season of the Opera House showed a lessened use
a8 compared with the first. Two notable events were the reception
by Mr, and Mre. White on November 1, 1876, and the reception on
Auguet 22, 1877, for President Hayes and his party.

Yusically the chief events were the appearance of the
Fhilharmenie Club of Boston in the Opera House Course on October
5, 1876, of Myron W. Whitney and others on November 2%, 1876, of

, 1876, and of the Boston Lyceum Opera Company in "Mar-

the Bay State English Opera Company in "The Bohemian Girl" on No-
6

vember 1
itana", All of these in the same course, directed by J. H. Morey

and John A. Whlte, son of Nathanlel White, made an outstanding

serles. The Y. M. C. A, yielded the field as far as thie course

was concerned. The lecture fleld was neglected except for the
popular course conducted by the ¥. P. U., which, though almost

wholly confined to local speakers, presented some things of real
moment,

For professional drama Augustin Daly sent on his New York
company in his play "Plgue", the excellent Boston Theatre Company
appeared 1in a double bill, W. J. LeMoyne did the part of Urlah
Heep, and there wergsundry other traveling companles of lesas
callber. The largest house of the season was packed in by the
ever—popular Maggie Mitchell in "Mignon".

The inimltable Sol Smlth Russell again pleased with imper-
eonationa, there were Swlss bell-rlngers, and two burlesque companies,
ineluding one from the Old Howard. Among the minstrels of note
who appeared were Hank White, M1lt Barlow, and Primrose and West,

and George Wilson., The writer saw the last three in thelr own
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company years later, and can attest the truth that they were great
artists in thelr pecullar line. Buffalc Blll made his annual appear-
ance and brought with him Captaln Hack, the Poet Scout of the Black
Hillﬁ,.who favored Concord with an origlnal ballad into whieh he
introduced the Concord Coach. From a hundred performances at the
Boeton Museum came the famous muslcal extravaganza, "Evangeline",
with the equally fempus Nat Goodwin and the no less famous Golden
and Dixey. It was the blggeet show that had ever appeared here,

For amateur dramatice there came a company from Boston
headed by Lorin Deland. But local competition in thie fleld did
not yleld to outside talent. The Independent Club contlnued 1n
operation and the new Emmet Club added two appearances in Irieh
plays.

The Y. P. U. dramatics langulshed, not for lack of talent,
but bsgsuse, partly due to weather, they had reduced audlencea.
To this dlscouraging factor was added & growth of Jealousles among
the group., But it remained a really outstanding group, for all
that, furnishing smooth performences in every case. The group was
g0 numerous that on successive nighte they appeared in two plays
without duplicstion in the catts. They repeated "Damon and Pythlas®
with lneressed effect, and also "Ingomar®, but thelr new offerings
were of lees moment., Early in August, 1877, they lest one of thelr
most talented members, who perished in a fire at Straw's Polnt,
Willie F. Groves, an. Englishman who had come over to work ln Dur-
gin's sllverware factory. He had a tenor volce, dlrscted the Uni-
versalist cholr, during the evenings taught singing in groppe by

a method that was adopted by the New England Conservatory. Besldes

thet, he composed, and 1t was for the prepsratlon and rehearsal of

an invocation at St.Andrew's-by-the-Sea that he was at Rye when the

end came. In dramatics his favorite parts were old men's, one of
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best of which was John Peerlbingle in Dickens's "Cricket on the

Hearth"., When he dled at twenty-seven Concord loet an artlst of

high promise and great versatility. (Monitor, May 25, July 6;

August 6, 1877).

Season of 1877-78.

The third full season of the Young People's Union, the second
in the Opera House bullt for them having shown a decline, the ques-
tion arose at once as to plana for the future. For three yeare they
had Fut onn & monthly dramafle blll, with only one or two omissgions.
In the early fall of 1877 they let 1t be known that they muet give
up the monthly blll, but that they were planning for a continuation
of thelr dramatic offerings. (Monltor, 8 eptember 12, 1477). All
that wae changed forever within three weeks. Un Octeober 2, 1477,
the Monltor announced the formation of the Concord Art Club for
dramatics. The Presldent was Willliam E, Stevens, the Buslness Man-
ager was Ur. C. N. Towle, J. E. Robertson was Treasurer, Henri @,
Blalsdell Musical Director, and etage management in the competent
hands of MNathanliel C. Nelson, as it had peen in the ¥. P, U.

But what of the Boclal, Becientific and Literary Departments
of the Union? They too were moribund, and the demlse of one of the
most interesting movements in Concord's socisl history was near.
Once more there was a soclal evenling In the Operas House on October
3l. After that, we note such an affair held in Eagle Hall (Mong
itor, December 19, 1877). They were having financlal troubles, and
the new Concord Art Club gave them a beneflt on November 27. For all
that the Union dled. Had Mr. and Mrs. White tranasferred thelr
philanthrople affectlons to the Centennial Home for the Aged, or had
the young people slmply tired of thelr Unlon? The secret history of
the organlzatlon dled with that generation of young folks. We hear

nothing about them after December 19 execept that they held an annusal
meeting somewhere in May, 1878, and re-elected officers Eﬁonltnr'diLJ?é}
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Probably no little share in the death of the Union wae borne

by the depression that waas comlng to 1ts nadir. By the early part
of 1878 the desperate business men of Concord were meelling in Union
Hall to dlscuse ways and means of getting a reduction of the rentals
of stores and offices, and the landlerds, equelly desperate, were
trying to avold losges. Deflation was sternly in motlon, and every-
body felt too poor to waste money more than infeequently on frivel-
1tles. BSo White's Opera House had a very ppor season, with only an
occaslonal brlght spot.

In September Kate Aston brought her company to the Opera House
for two nights. The first night the audlence was less than fifty.
2 he wae so outraged that she refused to appear on the stage. 5She
left town for Montreal the next morning, leaving the house dark for

the second night, The popular Henry Clay Barnabee drew only a small

audience on October 6, and the Monitor sourly noted that some of his

somge had a stale flavor, In November, Haverly's Minstrels, with
the great George Thatcher, could drew only a fair-slzed audience at
thirtysfive and fifty cents. In December Hartz the maglclan came
for a sclld week and drew large houses at the same price by means of
glving away sach night anythime from a trifle to a chamber set fur-
nished him at bargaln prices by desperate local business men who
wanted to advertise thelr slow-moving stocks.

There was no first-class lecture course. Mary A. Livermore
and Henry Ward Beecher came independently, and the latter drew a
full house. He could always do that in normal times. Thils time he
brought with him the aroma of a hot and bitter and scandalous fight
that kept some away and brought others in. The Pleasant Street Bap-
tist Church, in need of money for repalrs, put on a "Superlor Course"

in the Opera House, at the bargaln price of $1.25 for the series.

There were only faipr audlences,
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There were some exceptlons to the rule of little or moderate
patronage. We are not told how great an audience Kate Claxton drew
on Spptember 17 in "The Two Orphans! Jansuschek, the tragedlenne,
had a large audlence on October 12 when she played Schiller's "Mary
Stuart". She was rated foremost after the death of Charlotte Cushman,
and, though I never saw her, I well remember as a small boy that an
aunt who yearned for culture simply muet see her perform whenever
ghe came to Concord., Buffalo Bill, fresh from the Indlan war that
brought Custer to his end, drew a large audience on November 1.
"Uncle Tom's Cabin" attrescted over a thousand on January 18, when
the Wilkinsor™s gave thelr three hundred and firset performance of
the play. GCeorge Rlgnold introduced Shakespeare to the Opera House
stage when he performed "Henry V" on February 18 before a good au-
dience. The stage was %too small, yet the performance was good.
It will be noted that Concord wae affording a large audience
only once a month., On March 1, all records were broken, and probably

mdge for all time, when the gplendid Boston Museum Company put on

Goldsmith's "She Stoops to Conquer". The audlence must have been

nearly 1200, Every seat was taken, chalrs crowded the alsles (thank
God, there was no stampede), and there were fifty standees. When
the same company came back on April 10 to glve "Helr at Law" as
played by them over 200 nlghts at the Museum, not even the great
William Warren and the great Mrs. Vincent could drow more than a failr

audlence.

878-79.

The fourth season of White's Opera House opened in Sentember

Seagon el 1

with the depresslon stlll very painful. A polltleal campalgn was
on in which the Democrats charged President Hayes with all the eco-

nomic 1lls incident to poet-war deflatlon. To make matters worse,




